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BAMBOO STEM, EMBLEM OF 1895 FAN, EMBLEM OF LIFE 
HALENESS AND RECTITUDE. 10,000 YEARS, WITH SNOWY MOUNT 
LIKE SPRINGBUDS. OF ETERNAL PEACE, 


(The same in the Chino-Fapanse characters used by the educated.) 
In those Eastern lands where cessation from toil once in 
seven days is not established as a religious institution, 
many festivals are set apart during the round of seasons 
for the purpose of recreation and rest. It is interesting to 
find that particularly in Korea and Japan great preference 
is given to the New Year—the only day on which the 
Sabbath calm prevails. This Festival is called in Japan 
Ganjitsu or Gwanjiisu, the first day of the year, or 
Festival day; it is kept as a universal holiday throughout 
the breadth and length of the Empires. 

As our attention is naturally drawn at this present time 
towards these two countries, it is with no little amount of 
pleasure that we find the similitudes existing between their 
own methods and ours of observing New Year's Day, 
aibeit they enlarge and carry out to a far wider extent our 
established customs. In Korea no work is done for three 
days prior to the New Year, or for many days afterwards, 
except what is necessary for the erection and display of 
elaborate house decorating. 
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In Japan dwellings are swept, purified and garnished. 
Imaginary spirits are ejected by force of handfuls of hard 
beans, which are showered through open doors.* After this 
a rope of straw is fastened round the dwellings to preserve 
all good within, and ward off the approach of evil from 
without. 

In the old method of reckoning years, which existed until 
the reign of the present Sovereign, Gamnzztsu fell on or 
about the 6th of February, when the blossom of the mame 
or plum came to perfection, and the floral wealth of the 
land lent its beauty to the festival ; this is verified in the 
classic poems of many centuries back when allusions to 
plum and nightingale were invariably made. But as Japan 
is rich in flowers for every season of the year, others are 
now substituted. The decorations of the home are mostly 
centred at the entrance ; everything emblematic of pros- 
perity, vigour, prolonged happiness and length of years, 
is chosen; these good wishes are interpreted by the 
tough and upright stem of bamboo, the stubborn AZa¢suz, or 
evergreen pine, the Dodan, or the Exkzanthus Japonicus 
of scarlet hues; the beautiful branches full of yellow bells, 
of the Reng-yo or forsythia suspensa; the Yudzurtka 
boughs, upon which new leaves sprout before the old ones 
fail, ‘‘indicative of successive generations,” and the red 
berries of the nandina shrub, which quite supply the place 
of our holly. Sometimes upon the bamboo stems are 
hung the daz-daz or bitter sweet oranges, sometimes a 
piece of charcoal is suspended, with these are intermingled 
fans, and crayfish, godez and carp, and other symbols 
whose meanings were given in our last number. 

Ganjitsu is considered the first birthday of every | 
Japanese child, even if his natal day preceded it only by | 
afew months. It is a great present-giving season, and the 
master receives each member of his household, and distri- 
butes presents to them with much ceremony. Clothing 
for servants, toys for children, and for every relative and 
friend a well selected offering. Choice food and viands of 
all kinds are among the gifts. 





* A representation of this quaint ceremony is often seen on sword- 
guards and worked out in ivories, etc. 
































L 


aw) 


4 


a 


The Japanese are fond of beginning life anew, over and 
over again, of making fresh starts, stimulating the heart 
to renewed efforts,and in this the Koreans follow them. 
Temples are visited, friends entertained and looked up, all 
misunderstandings and disagreements willingly forgotten. 
This virtue is so deeply implanted, that any withholding of 
absolute forgiveness would mar the fair untrodden road 
the future appears to spread out before them. 

This is even extended to prisoners; those who are 
detained for slight offences, are permitted to enjoy several 
days’ leave. No fresh arrests are made during the Festival 
octaves, and everyone participates in the general holiday. 
All debts must be paid, and children who may be absent 
from home, are recalled to complete the reunions of the 
family. 

In Korea the most important ceremony observed is the 
sacrifice at the shrines of departed ancestors. Unstinted 
incense must be offered, with prolonged prayers and patient 
prostrations, and all due and becoming reverence must be 
exhibited. This is the one great religious observance of 
filial devotion for the entire year. 

In Japan at this festival there are many amusements for 
young and old, both within, and out of doors. Many 
games, such as kite flying, battledoor and shuttlecock, etc., 
that our little ones enjoy, are ancient institutions of Eastern 
life. On New Year's eve a kettle containing beans to boil 
is placed over the fire, and the family party sit round to 
eat their years. According to the age of the member, so 
is the contents of the kettle apportioned, but the children 
by no means get the worst of this, for while the elder 
members are consuming their portions, they kindly enter- 
tain the younger folk to their boundless delight with 
firelignt and fairy world stories, in which ozzs, goblins, and 
tengus freely figure. 

So universal is merry-making, fun, festivity and frolic 
that the word sz which signifies death (amongst endless 
other interpretations) is never allowed to be uttered. This 
fiat is strictly kept, and should a visitor forgetfully intro- 
duce this monosyllable, he stands the chance of being 
promptly dismissed by the host without ceremony. 
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One of the prettiest customs prevalent in Japan at” 
Ganjitsu is that of the strolling minstrels, who come in 
couples armed with fans and berries, drums and many 
emblems, singing, dancing and performing with amusing 
gesticulations ; and as they wander from house to house, 
utter the mystic word 

Manzat Manzat.* 


We are familiar now with Japanese art, with its charm- 
ing Kakemono and lacquer treasures, with its lovely carved 
netzuke and okimonos, upon which we find these wanderers 
delineated, so that we can easily picture them threading 
their way over many a weary vrzsz% of the snow-covered 
route, while the rosy light lingers from early dawn to 
sunset on the mountain of ETERNAL Peace! Though many 
thousand miles divide their land from ours, at this glad 
season we take up the refrain, and heartily wish all those 
the constant aim cf 





who peruse the pages of our journal 
which has been to establish and increase good-will and 
fellowship between the nations of the west and east— 
Manzat MAnzal 
O medeto gozarimasu. 

Ten thousand years of life to you! Ten thousand times 

long life to you! May all be prosperous with you! 
C. M. S. 


In this country we may appropriately conclude with 
‘God save the Queen” in a Persian Chronogram, the 
combined numerical value of the letters of which make up 
the year 1895. 

Persian Chronogran. 


Sk css Shah sam pond cisi 
Transliteration. 
Takht-i- Kaisar-i- Hind ba-dad abadi bad. 
Translation. 
May the Throne of the Kaisar-i-Hind with justice for 
ever be! G. W. L. 

* “*Manzai” is really a corruption of “ Banzai,” which means “a myriad ” or “ten 
thousand years.” “O medeto !” or “like spring buds” is the usual congratulation and 
is specially suitable on the Japanese New Year’s day, when the blossom of the plum comes 
to perfection. ‘*Gozarimasu”’ means “it is” or, literally, ‘‘it is O medeto”=“I wish 


you O medeto.”—£d. 

















